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union leader and, although she had received very little
education, acquired a great amount of knowledge that
enabled her to become the women's representative in
the old Socialist party's executive and later one of
the most industrious members of the Reichstag. She
was the hardest-working person on the executive, re-
fusing to recognize distinctions between women's tasks
and general political duties. Her effectiveness as a
popular speaker lay in her ability to understand the
meaning of poverty, of which she had had such a full
measure. At any hour of the day or night she was
ready to help. The sailors who had revolted in 1917
against brutal treatment and bad food needed guid-
ance. They had gone to Luise. What then seemed
to be a lost cause became a year later, in November,
1918, the signal for the German revolution.
The flames started in the harbour city of Kiel. In
the early November days revolutionaries, with the
support of the workers, had taken possession of the
city. Labour leaders had arrived. Would it be only
a local uprising without national consequences ? Not
if the sailors' will was done ! They understood that
the fulfilment of their demands could be guaranteed
only after a fundamental change in the entire nation.
All those among the German people who understood
the necessity for establishing a free and just social
order sympathized with them. We felt the revolt
coming nearer and wanted to lead it in such a direc-
tion that the German people would show the world
that something new had really been begun. The
world should be brought to trust us.
Robert Dissmann had gone to Berlin to discuss the
situation with party leaders. On his return, early in
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